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'"ddaﬁ’s'No. 2 man missin

may have fled - exile

-
~ By Roger Fontane

e v S0} TOM TRES

-Abdel Salaam Jalloud, second-in-
onmmand © Libyan leader Muam-
mar Qaddafi, has been absent for
two montl)s, prompting speculation
that he is either in trouble or has fled
into exdie

He way last seen in Damascus in
November, while negotiating with
the Synan government on the fate of
Palestinian camps besieged by pro-
Synan Lebanese miiitias.

Col. Qaddafi, a supporter of radi-
cal Palesunan guermllas, has been
mcreasungly at odds with Synan
President Hafez Assad over his iron-

fisted treatment of the Palestinians.

While tabya, Syna, and lran are
technically ailies in the so-called
radical entente, US intelhigence
sources have detected signs of strain
between Thpolt and Damascus.

These sources say Mr. Jalloud
was sent to Damascus in late Novem-
ber to patch up the quarret but has
not yet returned to Thipoli. His exact
whereabouts are unknown, and
while he may sull be in the Synan
capital continuing talks, there 1s
growing speculation that he, 100, has
incurred Col. Qaddali's wrath.

It would not be the first ume.

In the 1970s, when Mr Jalloud
traveled widely throughout Europe

as Col Qaddafi's roving ambassador.
he was recalled to the austere envi-
rons of Tripoh for two vears as pun-
ishment for being a playboy

Col Qaddafi reportedly was dis-
pleased with Mr Jaltoud's
predilection for French blondes and
gambling in London casinos

More recently, Col Qaddafi be-
came angry over Mr Jalloud's fadl-
ure to obtain stronger support (rom
the Soviet Union after the US. air
rawd on Libya last Apnil
~ US. iIntelligence sources sa the
Saviets lectured Mr Jalloud about

Col. Qaddafi's “urfacceptable
havior. ‘When the Libyan leader

learned that his deputy just sat there
and listened md&l ae!cnamg him,
he was so incensed reportedly
threw a water glass at his deputy.

Mr Jalloud is the most pro-Sovict

of Col Qaddafi's associates, “Mr
US.SR.” in the words of one US.
official.

Analysts also believe the two men
have had scrious differences of opin-
jon regarding Chad. Mr. Jalloud,
they say, prefers a softer line toward
the vanous factions 1n Chad and has
resisted sending additional Libyan
troops to that war-torm country.

Col (Qaddafi, on the other hand,
has presscd the war against the gov-

emment in southern Cha .
10.000 re:nforcementsto: 10
Libyan contingent '
alongside anti-governme: ¢ .
las in northem Chad.

For whatever reason. Mr ..
absence from Thipoli is tne L
in hus 18-year relationshi; wir -,
Qaddafi.

Some analysts caution that Mr
Jalloud may still be negotiating with
the Syrians about the {’alestinians in
Lebanon. Others believe he has had
apermanent falling out with his boss
and, for all practical purpeases, s
now 1n exsle.

Stiti others say thequarrer i '
as temporary as past differe-

a Col. Qaddati ana tis ~wame
1« lamboyant No 2

itsnot uncommon for ddaf b

v spats waith his Licute s qats [hy

woeof them” ward one wlminestrs
o nflicaal,

Mose analysts who twiieve th

11{t 13 temporary pomt oot that M
Jalloud has bcecomne nearly an
dispensable to Col (adaat Unlike
the erratic colonel, Mr Jalloud s fa
more consistent in his duties and su
pervises the regime s all inportan
resolutionary commitievs

“Losing him would mean a heeal

with {Qaddafisloldest potacal atls
e analyst said
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